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heights. Venegas then sent a message to Siquima
asking him for terms. The chief consented to
allow the Spaniards to pass down to the Magdalena
without further molestation.

Venegas succeeded in collecting canoes, in
which his followers crossed the Magdalena; and
he was guided by a native to a river, which j^vas
named the Venadillo because the inhabitants on its
banks had domesticated some small deer. Near
it, the Spaniards discovered the gold-washings and
diggings which were the object of the expedition.
Venegas returned to Bogota. The next point
was to reduce the Panches; for with this warlike
tribe in the way, and always hostile, the gold-mines
would be useless.

Venegas set out with seventy men, horse and
foot; but he had to fight a desperate battle with the
Panches, in which he was certainly not the victor.
He gave up the plan of a front attack and direct
fighting, and resolved to deal with them by a
system of strategy directed to their flank and rear.
With this object he began to negotiate with cognate
tribes in and near the valley of the Magdalena.
The Panches occupied the slopes of the cordillera
for about ninety miles with a breadth of ten
or twelve, and were supposed to number 50,000